
Language Arts: Grade 1

The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts emphasize the critical importance 
of building nonfiction background knowledge in a coherent and sequenced way within and across 
grades. This can be accomplished most effectively, at each grade level, by integrating the topics 
from history, geography, science, and the arts in the Core Knowledge Sequence into the language 
arts block. Note that in the Sequence, there are many cross-curricular connections to history and 
science topics within Language Arts (e.g., poems, stories, and sayings), as well as to visual arts and 
music, which can and should be integrated into the applicable domain of study.

For Grade 1, domains include: Early World Civilizations; Modern Civilization and Culture: Mexico; 
Early American Civilizations; Early Exploration and Settlement; From Colonies to Independence: The 
American Revolution; Early Exploration of the American West; Living Things and Their Environments; The 
Human Body; Matter; Introduction to Electricity; Astronomy: Introduction to the Solar System; The Earth. 

NOTE:  The objectives listed in sections I–IV of Language Arts below are consistent 
with the Core Knowledge Language Arts program and embed all of the skills and 
concepts within the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts.

I. Listening and Speaking 
Teachers:  Traditional language arts instruction has typically accorded little, if any, attention to the on-
going development of children’s listening and speaking ability. This failure to focus on the develop-
ment of oral language in language arts instruction has been a serious oversight. Literacy, the ability 
to read and write written language, is highly correlated with students’ oral language proficiency, 
and the ability to understand a text read aloud is a prerequisite for making sense of the same text 
in printed form. It is therefore essential that children build listening and speaking competency while 
also developing reading and writing skills.

A. CLASSROOM DISCUSSION
t�1BSUJDJQBUF�JO�BHF�BQQSPQSJBUF�BDUJWJUJFT�JOWPMWJOH�MJTUFOJOH�BOE�TQFBLJOH�
t�4QFBL�DMFBSMZ�XJUI�WPMVNF�BQQSPQSJBUF�UP�UIF�TFUUJOH��
t�6TF�BHSFFE�VQPO�SVMFT�GPS�HSPVQ�EJTDVTTJPOT�J�F��MPPL�BU�BOE�MJTUFO�UP�UIF�TQFBLFS�SBJTF��

IBOE�UP�TQFBL�UBLF�UVSOT�TBZ�iFYDVTF�NFw�PS�iQMFBTFw�FUD��
t�"TL�RVFTUJPOT�UP�DMBSJGZ�DPOWFSTBUJPOT�EJSFDUJPOT�FYFSDJTFT�BOE�PS�DMBTTSPPN�SPVUJOFT��
t�$BSSZ�PO�BOE�QBSUJDJQBUF�JO�B�DPOWFSTBUJPO�PWFS�BU�MFBTU�TJY�UVSOT�TUBZJOH�PO�UPQJD�

JOJUJBUJOH�DPNNFOUT�PS�SFTQPOEJOH�UP�B�QBSUOFS�T�DPNNFOUT�XJUI�FJUIFS�BO�BEVMU�PS
BOPUIFS�DIJME�PG�UIF�TBNF�BHF��

t�*EFOUJGZ�BOE�FYQSFTT�QIZTJDBM�TFOTBUJPOT�NFOUBM�TUBUFT�BOE�FNPUJPOT�PG�TFMG�BOE�PUIFST��
t�6OEFSTUBOE�BOE�VTF�MBOHVBHF�UP�FYQSFTT�TQBUJBM�BOE�UFNQPSBM�SFMBUJPOTIJQT�	up�down�

first�last�before�after�FUD�
��
t�6OEFSTUBOE�BOE�VTF�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�QFPQMF�QMBDFT�UIJOHT�MPDBUJPOT�

FWFOUT�BDUJPOT�
t�6OEFSTUBOE�BOE�VTF�DPNNPO�TBZJOHT�BOE�QISBTFT�TVDI�BT�i)JU�UIF�OBJM�PO�UIF�IFBEw�BOE�

i-FU�UIF�DBU�PVU�PG�UIF�CBHw�	TFF�QBHF���
�

B. PRESENTATION OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION
t�'PMMPX�NVMUJ�TUFQ�PSBM�EJSFDUJPOT��
t�(JWF�TJNQMF�EJSFDUJPOT��
t�1SPWJEF�TJNQMF�FYQMBOBUJPOT��
t�3FDJUF�B�OVSTFSZ�SIZNF�QPFN�PS�TPOH�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�VTJOH�BQQSPQSJBUF�FZF�DPOUBDU�

WPMVNF�BOE�DMFBS�FOVODJBUJPO�
t�(JWF�PSBM�QSFTFOUBUJPOT�BCPVU�QFSTPOBM�FYQFSJFODFT�UPQJDT�PG�JOUFSFTU�BOE�PS�TUPSJFT�

VTJOH�BQQSPQSJBUF�FZF�DPOUBDU�WPMVNF�BOE�DMFBS�FOVODJBUJPO��
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C. COMPREHENSION AND DISCUSSION OF READ-ALOUDS—ALL TEXTS
  Teachers:  Written text makes use of richer vocabulary and more complex syntax than conver 
  sational language. It is important that young children be exposed not only to the language 
  of everyday conversation but also to the richer and more formal language of books. This can  
  be done through frequent reading aloud. Helping young children develop the ability to listen 
  to and understand written texts read aloud must be an integral part of any initiative designed 
  to build literacy. 
   At the first grade level, a child’s ability to understand what he hears far outpaces his 
  ability to independently read and understand written text. By listening to stories or nonfiction
  selections read aloud, children can experience the complexities of written language without 
  expending cognitive energy on decoding; they can likewise access deeper and more complex 
  content knowledge than they are presently able to read independently.
   Careful consideration should be given to the selection of books read aloud to ensure that 
  the vocabulary and syntax presented is rich and complex. Leveled texts will not provide the 
  rich language experience desired during read-alouds and should only be used as a starting  
  point with students for whom English is a second language.
   Grade appropriate read-aloud selections for poetry and fiction are included on pages 
  32–34. Nonfiction read-alouds should be selected on the basis of the history, science, music 
  and visual art topics identified for Grade 1 students in the Core Knowledge Sequence, with 
  emphasis on history and science read-alouds. It is strongly recommended that daily read-
  alouds focus on a single topic over a sustained period of time—about two weeks—rather 
  than intermingling read-alouds on a variety of subjects. Careful consideration should be given 
  to the order in which nonfiction read-alouds are presented to ensure that knowledge about a 
  topic builds in a progressive and coherent way.
   Following any read-aloud, children should participate in rich, structured conversations 
  with an adult in response to the written text that has been read aloud. In this way, they can 
  begin to orally practice comparing, analyzing, and synthesizing ideas in written text in much 
  the same way as they will be expected to do as independent readers in the later grades.

t�-JTUFO�UP�BOE�VOEFSTUBOE�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�UFYUT�SFBE�BMPVE�JODMVEJOH�GJDUJPOBM�TUPSJFT�GBJSZ�
UBMFT�GBCMFT�IJTUPSJDBM�OBSSBUJWFT�ESBNB�JOGPSNBUJPOBM�UFYU�BOE�QPFNT��

t�%JTUJOHVJTI�UIF�GPMMPXJOH�HFOSFT�PG�MJUFSBUVSF��GJDUJPO�OPOGJDUJPO�BOE�ESBNB�

  Grasping Specific Details and Key Ideas
t�%FTDSJCF�JMMVTUSBUJPOT��
t�4FRVFODF�GPVS�UP�TJY�QJDUVSFT�JMMVTUSBUJOH�FWFOUT�JO�B�SFBE�BMPVE��
t�"OTXFS�RVFTUJPOT�SFRVJSJOH�MJUFSBM�SFDBMM�BOE�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�EFUBJMT�BOE�PS�GBDUT�

PG�B�SFBE�BMPVE�J�F��XIP�XIBU�XIFSF�XIFO�FUD�
t�3FUFMM�LFZ�EFUBJMT�
t�"TL�RVFTUJPOT�UP�DMBSJGZ�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�B�SFBE�BMPVE�
t�6TF�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�QFPQMF�QMBDFT�UIJOHT�MPDBUJPOT�FWFOUT�BDUJPOT�B�

TDFOF�PS�GBDUT�JO�B�SFBE�BMPVE�

  Observing Craft and Structure
t�6OEFSTUBOE�BOE�VTF�XPSET�BOE�QISBTFT�IFBSE�JO�SFBE�BMPVET�
t�$PNQBSF�BOE�DPOUSBTU�TJNJMBSJUJFT�BOE�EJGGFSFODFT�XJUIJO�B�TJOHMF�SFBE�BMPVE�PS�CFUXFFO�

UXP�PS�NPSF�SFBE�BMPVET�
t�.BLF�QFSTPOBM�DPOOFDUJPOT�UP�FWFOUT�PS�FYQFSJFODFT�JO�B�SFBE�BMPVE�BOE�PS�NBLF�

DPOOFDUJPOT�BNPOH�TFWFSBM�SFBE�BMPVET��

  Integrating Information and Evaluating Evidence
t�1SJPS�UP�MJTUFOJOH�UP�B�SFBE�BMPVE�JEFOUJGZ�XIBU�UIFZ�LOPX�BOE�IBWF�MFBSOFE�UIBU�NBZ�CF�

SFMBUFE�UP�UIF�TQFDJGJD�TUPSZ�PS�UPQJD�UP�CF�SFBE�BMPVE��
t�6TF�QJDUVSFT�BDDPNQBOZJOH�UIF�SFBE�BMPVE�UP�DIFDL�BOE�TVQQPSU�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�

SFBE�BMPVE��
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t�.BLF�QSFEJDUJPOT�QSJPS�UP�BOE�EVSJOH�B�SFBE�BMPVE�CBTFE�PO�UIF�UJUMF�QJDUVSFT�BOE�PS�UFYU�
IFBSE�UIVT�GBS�BOE�UIFO�DPNQBSF�UIF�BDUVBM�PVUDPNFT�UP�QSFEJDUJPOT��

t�"OTXFS�RVFTUJPOT�UIBU�SFRVJSF�NBLJOH�JOUFSQSFUBUJPOT�KVEHNFOUT�PS�HJWJOH�PQJOJPOT�
BCPVU�XIBU�JT�IFBSE�JO�B�SFBE�BMPVE�JODMVEJOH�BOTXFSJOH�iXIZw�RVFTUJPOT�UIBU�
SFRVJSF�SFDPHOJ[JOH�DBVTF�FGGFDU�SFMBUJPOTIJQT��

t�*OUFSQSFU�JOGPSNBUJPO�UIBU�JT�QSFTFOUFE�PSBMMZ�BOE�UIFO�BTL�BEEJUJPOBM�RVFTUJPOT�UP�DMBSJGZ�
JOGPSNBUJPO�PS�UIF�UPQJD�JO�UIF�SFBE�BMPVE�

t�*EFOUJGZ�XIP�JT�UFMMJOH�B�TUPSZ�PS�QSPWJEJOH�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�B�UFYU�

D. COMPREHENSION AND DISCUSSION OF READ-ALOUDS—FICTION, 
 DRAMA, AND POETRY

t�3FUFMM�PS�ESBNBUJ[F�B�TUPSZ�VTJOH�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�DIBSBDUFST�
TFUUJOH	T
�BOE�B�CFHJOOJOH�B�NJEEMF�BOE�BO�FOE�UP�FWFOUT�PG�UIF�TUPSZ�JO�QSPQFS�
TFRVFODF�

t�$PNQBSF�BOE�DPOUSBTU�DIBSBDUFST�GSPN�EJGGFSFOU�TUPSJFT�
t�$IBOHF�TPNF�TUPSZ�FWFOUT�BOE�QSPWJEF�B�EJGGFSFOU�TUPSZ�FOEJOH�
t�$SFBUF�BOE�UFMM�BO�PSJHJOBM�TUPSZ�VTJOH�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�DIBSBDUFST�

TFUUJOH	T
�BOE�B�CFHJOOJOH�B�NJEEMF�BOE�BO�FOE�UP�FWFOUT�PG�UIF�TUPSZ�JO�QSPQFS�
TFRVFODF�

t�%JTUJOHVJTI�GBOUBTZ�GSPN�SFBMJTUJD�UFYU�JO�B�TUPSZ�
t�*EFOUJGZ�UIF�NPSBM�PS�MFTTPO�PG�B�GBCMF�GPMLUBMF�PS�NZUI�
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�MJUFSBSZ�MBOHVBHF�	F�H��BVUIPS�JMMVTUSBUPS�DIBSBDUFST�

TFUUJOH�QMPU�EJBMPHVF�QFSTPOJGJDBUJPO�TJNJMF�BOE�NFUBQIPS
�BOE�VTF�TPNF�PG�
UIFTF�UFSNT�JO�SFUFMMJOH�TUPSJFT�PS�DSFBUJOH�UIFJS�PXO�TUPSJFT��

t�*EFOUJGZ�TFOTPSZ�MBOHVBHF�BOE�IPX�JU�JT�VTFE�UP�EFTDSJCF�QFPQMF�PCKFDUT�QMBDFT�BOE�
FWFOUT�

E. COMPREHENSION AND DISCUSSION OF READ-ALOUDS—NONFICTION AND INFORMATIONAL  
 TEXT

  Teachers:  Select nonfiction read-aloud topics from the first grade history, science,
  music, and visual arts topics listed on pages 35–47, with emphasis on history and science.

t�(FOFSBUF�RVFTUJPOT�BOE�TFFL�JOGPSNBUJPO�GSPN�NVMUJQMF�TPVSDFT�UP�BOTXFS�RVFTUJPOT��
t�"OTXFS�RVFTUJPOT�BCPVU�UIF�EFUBJMT�PG�B�OPOGJDUJPO�UFYU�JOEJDBUJOH�XIJDI�QBSU�PG�UIF�UFYU�

QSPWJEFE�UIF�JOGPSNBUJPO�OFFEFE�UP�BOTXFS�TQFDJGJD�RVFTUJPOT�
t�8JUI�BTTJTUBODF�DBUFHPSJ[F�BOE�PSHBOJ[F�GBDUT�BOE�JOGPSNBUJPO�XJUIJO�B�HJWFO�UPQJD�
t�8JUI�BTTJTUBODF�DSFBUF�BOE�JOUFSQSFU�UJNFMJOFT�BOE�MJGFMJOFT�SFMBUFE�UP�SFBE�BMPVET��
t�%JTUJOHVJTI�SFBE�BMPVET�UIBU�EFTDSJCF�FWFOUT�UIBU�IBQQFOFE�MPOH�BHP�GSPN�UIPTF�UIBU�

EFTDSJCF�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�PS�DVSSFOU�FWFOUT�

II Reading
A. PRINT AWARENESS

t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIBU�XIBU�JT�TBJE�DBO�CF�XSJUUFO�BOE�UIBU�UIF�XSJUJOH�
TZTUFN�JT�B�XBZ�PG�XSJUJOH�EPXO�TPVOET��

t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�EJSFDUJPOBMJUZ�	MFGU�UP�SJHIU�SFUVSO�TXFFQ�UPQ�UP�
CPUUPN�GSPOU�UP�CBDL
�

t�*EFOUJGZ�UIF�QBSUT�PG�CPPLT�BOE�GVODUJPO�PG�FBDI�QBSU�	GSPOU�DPWFS�CBDL�DPWFS�UJUMF�
QBHF�UBCMF�PG�DPOUFOUT
���

t�%FNPOTUSBUF�DPSSFDU�CPPL�PSJFOUBUJPO�CZ�IPMEJOH�CPPL�DPSSFDUMZ�BOE�UVSOJOH�QBHFT�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�UIBU�TFOUFODFT�JO�QSJOU�BSF�NBEF�VQ�PG�TFQBSBUF�XPSET�
t�6OEFSTUBOE�UIBU�XPSET�BSF�TFQBSBUFE�CZ�TQBDFT��
t�%JTUJOHVJTI�MFUUFST�XPSET�TFOUFODFT�BOE�TUPSJFT��
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�CBTJD�QSJOU�DPOWFOUJPOT�CZ�USBDLJOH�BOE�GPMMPXJOH�

QSJOU�XPSE�GPS�XPSE�XIFO�MJTUFOJOH�UP�UFYU�SFBE�BMPVE�����
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t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIBU�UIF�TFRVFODF�PG�MFUUFST�JO�B�XSJUUFO�XPSE�SFQSFTFOUT�
UIF�TFRVFODF�PG�TPVOET�JO�UIF�TQPLFO�XPSE��

t�3FDPHOJ[F�BOE�OBNF�UIF����MFUUFST�PG�UIF�BMQIBCFU�JO�CPUI�UIFJS�VQQFS�DBTF�BOE�
MPXFS�DBTF�GPSNT��

t�4BZ�UIF�MFUUFST�PG�UIF�BMQIBCFU�JO�PSEFS�FJUIFS�JO�TPOH�PS�SFDJUBUJPO��

B. PHONEMIC AWARENESS
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIBU�XPSET�BSF�NBEF�VQ�PG�TFRVFODFT�PG�TPVOET��
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIBU�WPXFM�TPVOET�BSF�QSPEVDFE�XJUI�UIF�NPVUI�PQFO��

BOE�BJSGMPX�VOPCTUSVDUFE�XIFSFBT�DPOTPOBOU�TPVOET�JOWPMWF�DMPTJOH�QBSUT�PG�UIF�
NPVUI�BOE�CMPDLJOH�UIF�BJS�GMPX��

t�(JWFO�B�QBJS�PG�TQPLFO�XPSET�TFMFDU�UIF�POF�UIBU�JT�MPOHFS�	J�F��DPOUBJOT�NPSF�QIPOFNFT
�
t�*O�SJEEMF�HBNFT�TVQQMZ�XPSET�UIBU�CFHJO�XJUI�B�UBSHFU�QIPOFNF�
t�*OEJDBUF�XIFUIFS�B�UBSHFU�QIPOFNF�JT�PS�JT�OPU�QSFTFOU�JO�UIF�JOJUJBM�NFEJBM�GJOBM�QPTJUJPO�

PG�B�TQPLFO�XPSE�F�H��IFBS��N��BU�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�PG�mat�BOE��H��BU�UIF�FOE�PG�bag��
t�-JTUFO�UP�POF�TZMMBCMF�XPSET�BOE�UFMM�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�PS�FOEJOH�TPVOET�F�H��HJWFO�dog�

JEFOUJGZ�JOJUJBM��E��PS�GJOBM��H��
t�3FDPHOJ[F�UIF�TBNF�QIPOFNF�JO�EJGGFSFOU�TQPLFO�XPSET�F�H���C��JO�ball�bug�BOE�big�����
t�*EFOUJGZ�XIFUIFS�QBJST�PG�QIPOFNFT�BSF�UIF�TBNF�PS�EJGGFSFOU�JODMVEJOH�QBJST�UIBU�EJGGFS�

POMZ�JO�WPJDJOH�F�H���C��BOE��Q��
t�0SBMMZ�CMFOE�UXP�UP�UISFF�TPVOET�UP�GPSN�B�XPSE�F�H��HJWFO�UIF�TPVOET��L�y��B�y�U��

CMFOE�UP�NBLF�cat�
t�4FHNFOU�B�TQPLFO�XPSE�JOUP�QIPOFNFT�F�H��HJWFO�bat�QSPEVDF�UIF�TFHNFOUT�C��B��U��
t�(JWFO�B�TQPLFO�XPSE�QSPEVDF�BOPUIFS�XPSE�UIBU�SIZNFT�F�H��HJWFO�hit�TVQQMZ�CJU�PS�

mitt�
t�*EFOUJGZ�UIF�OVNCFS�PG�TZMMBCMFT�JO�B�TQPLFO�XPSE�

C. PHONICS: DECODING AND ENCODING
  Teachers:  Learning to read requires understanding and mastering the written English code  
  through explicit and systematic phonics instruction. Research suggests that phonics instruction 
  is most effective when specific letter-sound relationships are taught and reinforced by hav-
  ing children both read and write the letter-sound correspondence being studied. Reading and 
  writing—decoding and encoding—are complementary processes that ensure mastery of the 
  written code.

t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIBU�B�TZTUFNBUJD�QSFEJDUBCMF�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�FYJTUT�CFUXFFO�
XSJUUFO�MFUUFST�	HSBQIFNFT
�BOE�TQPLFO�TPVOET�	QIPOFNFT
�

t�#MFOE�JOEJWJEVBM�QIPOFNFT�UP�QSPOPVODF�QSJOUFE�XPSET���
t�6OEFSTUBOE�UIBU�TPNFUJNFT�UXP�PS�NPSF�QSJOUFE�MFUUFST�TUBOE�GPS�B�TJOHMF�TPVOE��
t�3FBE�POF�UP�UXP�TZMMBCMF�XPSET�DPOUBJOJOH�BOZ�PG�UIF�HSBQIFNF�QIPOFNF�

DPSSFTQPOEFODFT�MJTUFE�CFMPX�
t�3FBE�BOE�XSJUF�XPSET�XJUI�JOGMFDUJPOBM�FOEJOHT�J�F���T��FE��JOH��FS��FTU��
t�3FBE�VOEFSTUBOE�BOE�XSJUF�DPOUSBDUJPOT�J�F��isn’t�I’m�can’t�FUD�
t�4PSU�BOE�DMBTTJGZ�XPSET�BDDPSEJOH�UP�UIF�TQFMMJOH�VTFE�UP�SFQSFTFOU�B�TQFDJGJD�QIPOFNF�
t�3FBE�USJDLZ�TQFMMJOHT�UIBU�DBO�CF�TPVOEFE�UXP�XBZT�F�H��UIF�MFUUFS�AT��TPVOEFE��T��BT�JO�

cats�BOE��[��BT�JO�dogs��
t�3FBE�BOE�TQFMM�DIBJOT�PG�POF�TZMMBCMF�XPSET�JO�XIJDI�POF�TPVOE�JT�BEEFE�TVCTUJUVUFE�PS�

PNJUUFE�J�F��SFBE�BU���DBU���CBU���CBE���CJE�����
t�3FBE�BU�MFBTU����XPSET�HFOFSBMMZ�JEFOUJGJFE�BT�IJHI�GSFRVFODZ�XPSET�

CONSONANT SOUNDS AND SPELLINGS TAUGHT IN FIRST GRADE
�C��TQFMMFE�AC��BT�JO�boy�ACC���BT�JO�tubby�
�E��TQFMMFE�AE��BT�JO dog�AEE��BT�JO�NBEEFS�AFE��BT�JO�filled
�G��TQFMMFE�AG��BT�JO fun�AGG��BT�JO�stuff
�H��TQFMMFE�AH��BT�JO�get�AHH��BT�JO�egg
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�I��TQFMMFE�AI��BT�JO�him
�K��TQFMMFE�AK��BT�JO�jump�AH��BT�JO�gem�AHF��BT�JO�fringe
�L��TQFMMFE�AD��BT�JO�cat�AL��BT�JO�kitten�ADL��BT�JO�sick�ADD��BT�JO�moccasin
�M��TQFMMFE�AM��BT�JO�lip�AMM��BT�JO�sell
�N��TQFMMFE�AN��BT�JO�mad�ANN��BT�JO�hammer
�O��TQFMMFE�AO��BT�JO�net�AOO��BT�JO�funny�ALO��BT�JO�knock
�Q��TQFMMFE�AQ��BT�JO�pet�AQQ��BT�JO�happy
�S��TQFMMFE�AS��BT�JO�red�ASS��BT�JO�earring�AXS��BT�JO�wrist
�T��TQFMMFE�AT��BT�JO�sit�ATT��BT�JO�dress�AD��BT�JO�cent�ADF��BT�JO�prince�ATF��BT�JO�rinse
�U��TQFMMFE�AU��BT�JO�top�AUU��BT�JO�butter�AFE��BT�JO�asked
�W��TQFMMFE��W��BT�JO�vet�AWF��BT�JO�twelve
�X��TQFMMFE�AX��BT�JO�wet�AXI��BT�JO�when
�Y��TQFMMFE�AY��BT�JO�tax
�Z��TQFMMFE�AZ��BT�JO�yes
�[��TQFMMFE�A[��BT�JO�zip�A[[��BT�JO�Cuzz�AT��BT�JO�dogs
�DI��TQFMMFE�ADI��BT�JO�chop�AUDI��BT�JO�itch
�TI��TQFMMFE�ATI��BT�JO�ship
�UI��TQFMMFE�AUI��BT�JO�thin
�UI��TQFMMFE�AUI��BT�JO�then
�RV��TQFMMFE�ARV��BT�JO�quick
�OH��TQFMMFE�AOH��BT�JO�sing�AO��BT�JO�pink

VOWEL SOUNDS AND SPELLINGS TAUGHT IN FIRST GRADE
�B��TQFMMFE�AB��BT�JO�cat
�F��TQFMMFE�AF��BT�JO�get
�J��TQFMMFE�AJ��BT�JO�hit
�P��TQFMMFE�AP��BT�JO�hot
�V��TQFMMFE�AV��BT�JO�but
�BF��TQFMMFE�AB@F��BT�JO�cake�ABJ��BT�JO�wait�ABZ��BT�JO�day�AB��BT�JO�paper
�FF��TQFMMFE�AFF��BT�JO�bee�AF��BT�JO�me�AZ��BT�JO�funny�AFB��BT�JO�beach�AF@F��BT�JO�Pete�

AJF��BT�JO�cookie
�JF��TQFMMFE�AJ@F��BT�JO�bike,�AJ��BT�JO�biting�AZ��BT�JO�try�AJF��BT�JO�tie�AJHI��BT�JO�night
�PF��TQFMMFE�AP@F��BT�JO�note�APB��BT�JO�boat�APF��BT�JO�toe�AP��BT�JO�open�APX��BT�JO�snow�
�VF��TQFMMFE�AV@F��BT�JO�cute
�BX��TQFMMFE�ABX��BT�JO�paw
�PP��TQFMMFE�APP��BT�JO�look�
�PP��TQFMMFE�APP��BT�JO�soon
�PV��TQFMMFE�APV��BT�JO�Thout
�PJ��TQFMMFE�APJ��BT�JO�oil
�FS��TQFMMFE�AFS��BT�JO�her
�BS��TQFMMFE�ABS��BT�JT�car
�PS��TQFMMFE�APS��BT�JO�for

D. ORAL READING AND FLUENCY
t�3FBE�EFDPEBCMF�TUPSJFT�UIBU�JODPSQPSBUF�UIF�TQFDJGJD�DPEF�LOPXMFEHF�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�UBVHIU���
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�JODSFBTFE�BDDVSBDZ�GMVFODZ�BOE�FYQSFTTJPO�PO�TVDDFTTJWF�SFBEJOH�PG�B�

EFDPEBCMF�UFYU�	���XQN�CZ�UIF�FOE�PG�UIF�ZFBS
�
t�6TF�QIPOJDT�TLJMMT�JO�DPOKVODUJPO�XJUI�DPOUFYU�UP�DPOGJSN�PS�TFMG�DPSSFDU�XPSE�SFDPHOJUJPO�

BOE�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�SFSFBEJOH�BT�OFDFTTBSZ�
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�BOE�VTF�DPNNBT�BOE�FOE�QVODUVBUJPO�XIJMF�SFBEJOH�PSBMMZ�
t�3FBE�BMPVE�BMPOF�PS�XJUI�B�QBSUOFS�BU�MFBTU����NJOVUFT�FBDI�EBZ�

E. READING COMPREHENSION—ALL TEXTS
  Teachers:  During the beginning of first grade, most students will still need to devote consider
  able energy when reading to deciphering the written text. Over the course of this year, they

E
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  will learn even more elements of the code, meaning that the decodable texts that they can 
  read independently will increasingly resemble “real stories” and trade books. With practice 
  and repeated readings of the same text, students will develop increasing automaticity, allow
  ing them to focus more intently on the meaning of what they are reading. Both of these fac-
  tors, i.e., the student’s increasing fluency and the use of more authentic text—which is now 
  decodable because of the student’s increasing code knowledge—mean that attention to 
  reading comprehension can move to a higher level than just the rudimentary understanding 
  of text expected at the kindergarten level. This expectation is reflected in the increased 
  number of objectives below that have been added to the kindergarten level objectives. 
  However, it is important to remember that listening comprehension still far exceeds reading 
  comprehension and that children’s ability to talk about what they have heard and/or read will  
  exceed their ability to demonstrate that understanding in writing.

t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�DPNQMFUFMZ�EFDPEBCMF�UFYU�BGUFS�SFBEJOH�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�

  Grasping Specific Details and Key Ideas
t�4FRVFODF�GPVS�UP�TJY�QJDUVSFT�JMMVTUSBUJOH�FWFOUT�GSPN�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE

JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�"OTXFS�RVFTUJPOT�SFRVJSJOH�MJUFSBM�SFDBMM�BOE�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�EFUBJMT�BOE�PS�GBDUT

	J�F��XIP�XIBU�XIFSF�XIFO�FUD�
�BCPVU�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�3FUFMM�LFZ�EFUBJMT�GSPN�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�"TL�RVFTUJPOT�UP�DMBSJGZ�JOGPSNBUJPO�BCPVU�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�6TF�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�QFPQMF�QMBDFT�UIJOHT�MPDBUJPOT�FWFOUT�BDUJPOT

B�TDFOF�PS�GBDUT�GSPN�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ��

  Observing Craft and Structure
t�*EFOUJGZ�CBTJD�UFYU�GFBUVSFT�BOE�XIBU�UIFZ�NFBO�JODMVEJOH�UJUMF�UBCMF�PG�DPOUFOUT�

BOE�DIBQUFST�
t�6OEFSTUBOE�BOE�VTF�XPSET�BOE�QISBTFT�GSPN�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�$PNQBSF�BOE�DPOUSBTU�TJNJMBSJUJFT�BOE�EJGGFSFODFT�XJUIJO�B�TJOHMF�UFYU�PS�CFUXFFO�NVMUJQMF

UFYUT�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�
t�.BLF�QFSTPOBM�DPOOFDUJPOT�UP�FWFOUT�PS�FYQFSJFODFT�JO�B�UFYU�UIBU�IBT�CFFO�SFBE�

JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�BOE�PS�NBLF�DPOOFDUJPOT�BNPOH�TFWFSBM�UFYUT�UIBU�IBWF�CFFO
SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�

  Integrating Information and Evaluating Evidence
t�1SJPS�UP�SFBEJOH�JEFOUJGZ�XIBU�UIFZ�LOPX�BOE�IBWF�MFBSOFE�UIBU�NBZ�CF�SFMBUFE�UP�UIF

�TQFDJGJD�TUPSZ�PS�UPQJD�UP�CF�SFBE��
t�6TF�QJDUVSFT�BDDPNQBOZJOH�UIF�XSJUUFO�UFYU�UP�DIFDL�BOE�TVQQPSU�VOEFSTUBOEJOH��
t�.BLF�QSFEJDUJPOT�QSJPS�UP�BOE�XIJMF�SFBEJOH�CBTFE�PO�UIF�UJUMF�QJDUVSFT�BOE�PS�UFYU�

SFBE�UIVT�GBS�BOE�UIFO�DPNQBSF�UIF�BDUVBM�PVUDPNFT�UP�QSFEJDUJPOT��
t�"OTXFS�RVFTUJPOT�UIBU�SFRVJSF�NBLJOH�JOUFSQSFUBUJPOT�KVEHNFOUT�PS�HJWJOH�PQJOJPOT�

BCPVU�XIBU�JT�SFBE�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�JODMVEJOH�BOTXFSJOH�iXIZw�RVFTUJPOT�UIBU�
SFRVJSF�SFDPHOJ[JOH�DBVTF�FGGFDU�SFMBUJPOTIJQT��

t�*EFOUJGZ�XIP�JT�UFMMJOH�B�TUPSZ�PS�QSPWJEJOH�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�B�UFYU�
t�*EFOUJGZ�UFNQPSBM�XPSET�UIBU�MJOL�BOE�TFRVFODF�FWFOUT�J�F��first�next�then�FUD�
t�*EFOUJGZ�XPSET�UIBU�MJOL�JEFBT�J�F��for�example�also�in addition�

F. READING COMPREHENSION—FICTION, DRAMA, AND POETRY
t�3FUFMM�PS�ESBNBUJ[F�B�TUPSZ�VTJOH�OBSSBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�UP�EFTDSJCF�DIBSBDUFST�TFUUJOH	T
�
� BOE�B�CFHJOOJOH�B�NJEEMF�BOE�BO�FOE�UP�FWFOUT�PG�UIF�TUPSZ�JO�QSPQFS�TFRVFODF�
t�$PNQBSF�BOE�DPOUSBTU�DIBSBDUFST�GSPN�EJGGFSFOU�TUPSJFT�
t�$IBOHF�TPNF�TUPSZ�FWFOUT�BOE�QSPWJEF�B�EJGGFSFOU�TUPSZ�FOEJOH�
t�%JTUJOHVJTI�GBOUBTZ�GSPN�SFBMJTUJD�UFYU�JO�B�TUPSZ�
t�*EFOUJGZ�UIF�NPSBM�PS�MFTTPO�PG�B�GBCMF�GPMLUBMF�PS�NZUI�
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1
t�%FNPOTUSBUF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�MJUFSBSZ�MBOHVBHF�	F�H��BVUIPS�JMMVTUSBUPS�DIBSBDUFST�

TFUUJOH�QMPU�EJBMPHVF�QFSTPOJGJDBUJPO�TJNJMF�BOE�NFUBQIPS
�BOE�VTF�TPNF�PG�
UIFTF�UFSNT�JO�SFUFMMJOH�TUPSJFT�PS�DSFBUJOH�UIFJS�PXO�TUPSJFT�

t�*EFOUJGZ�TFOTPSZ�MBOHVBHF�BOE�IPX�JU�JT�VTFE�UP�EFTDSJCF�QFPQMF�PCKFDUT�QMBDFT�BOE�
FWFOUT�

G. READING COMPREHENSION—NONFICTION AND INFORMATIONAL TEXT
  Teachers:  Select nonfiction topics from the first grade history, science, music and visual arts  
  topics listed on pages 35–47, with emphasis on history and science.

t�8JUI�BTTJTUBODF�DSFBUF�BOE�JOUFSQSFU�UJNFMJOFT�BOE�MJGFMJOFT�SFMBUFE�UP�UFYU�SFBE�
JOEFQFOEFOUMZ�

t�%JTUJOHVJTI�UFYU�UIBU�EFTDSJCFT�FWFOUT�UIBU�IBQQFOFE�MPOH�BHP�GSPN�UFYU�UIBU�EFTDSJCFT�
DPOUFNQPSBSZ�PS�DVSSFOU�FWFOUT�

III. Writing 
Teachers:  It is important to recognize that of all the communication skills—listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing—writing is the most demanding and challenging. During the beginning of first grade, 
children still need to devote much of their focus and cognitive energy to the code itself, as well as the 
fine motor act of writing. During this period, teachers should continue to support written expression 
through shared writing experiences that are modeled and scaffolded by an adult. 
 At some point during the first grade year, however, most children will feel comfortable enough 
with the basic skills to begin making a transition to writing more independently. Young children’s 
desire to express themselves in writing should be heartily encouraged. To this end, it is important that 
teachers have age appropriate expectations about what first grade student writing should resemble. 
Students have not been taught all of the spellings they will need to achieve dictionary-correct spelling. 
It is therefore premature to expect that words in their independent writing will be spelled correctly. It is 
reasonable to expect students to use the letter-sound correspondences they have learned to set down 
plausible spellings for the sounds in the word. For example, a student who writes bote for boat, dun 
for done, or hed for head has set down a plausible spelling for each sound in the word, using the code 
knowledge taught in this grade. This should be seen as good spelling for this stage of literacy acquisi-
tion. Dictionary-correct spelling will be a realistic goal when students have learned more spellings and 
learned how to use a dictionary to check spelling. 
 Furthermore, while teachers can begin to model and scaffold the use of a writing process, such as 
“Plan-Draft-Edit,” it is equally important not to dampen student enthusiasm by rigidly insisting that all 
student writing be edited over and over again to bring the text to the “publication” stage. A sensible 
balance that encourages children to use their current skill knowledge when writing—without stifling 
creative expression—is optimal at the first grade level.

  Writing to Reflect Audience, Purpose and Task
t�"EE�EFUBJMT�UP�XSJUJOH��
t�#FHJO�UP�VTF�UPPMT�JODMVEJOH�UFDIOPMPHZ�UP�QMBO�ESBGU�BOE�FEJU�XSJUJOH�

  Conducting Research
t�(BUIFS�JOGPSNBUJPO�GSPN�FYQFSJFODFT�PS�QSPWJEFE�UFYU�TPVSDFT��

A. NARRATIVE WRITING
t�8SJUF�PS�SFUFMM�B�TUPSZ�UIBU�JODMVEFT�DIBSBDUFST�TFUUJOH	T
�BOE�B�CFHJOOJOH�B�NJEEMF�BOE

BO�FOE�UP�FWFOUT�PG�UIF�TUPSZ�JO�QSPQFS�TFRVFODF��
t�8SJUF�B�EFTDSJQUJWF�QBSBHSBQI�VTJOH�TFOTPSZ�MBOHVBHF�
t�$SFBUF�B�UJUMF�BOE�BO�FOEJOH�UIBU�BSF�SFMFWBOU�UP�UIF�OBSSBUJWF�
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B. INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY WRITING
t�8SJUF�BCPVU�B�UPQJD�JODMVEJOH�B�CFHJOOJOH�BOE�FOEJOH�TFOUFODF�GBDUT�BOE�FYBNQMFT

SFMFWBOU�UP�UIF�UPQJD�BOE�TQFDJGJD�TUFQT�	JG�XSJUJOH�FYQMBOBUPSZ�UFYU
��

C. PERSUASIVE WRITING (OPINION)
t�&YQSFTT�BO�PQJOJPO�PS�QPJOU�PG�WJFX�JO�XSJUJOH�QSPWJEJOH�SFBTPOT�BOE�TVQQPSUJOH�EFUBJMT�
� GPS�QSFGFSFODF�PS�PQJOJPO�VTJOH�UIF�MJOLJOH�XPSE�because�
t�$SFBUF�B�UJUMF�UIBU�JT�SFMFWBOU�UP�UIF�UPQJD�PS�TVCKFDU�PG�UIF�UFYU�
t�*G�XSJUJOH�BCPVU�B�TQFDJGJD�CPPL�PS�SFBE�BMPVE�SFGFS�UP�UIF�DPOUFOU�PG�UIF�UFYU�

IV. Language Conventions
t�'PSN�MFUUFST�XPSET�QISBTFT�BOE�TFOUFODFT�UP�DPNNVOJDBUF�UIPVHIUT�BOE�JEFBT�
t�"QQMZ�CBTJD�TQFMMJOH�DPOWFOUJPOT�
t�6TF�CBTJD�DBQJUBMJ[BUJPO�BOE�QVODUVBUJPO�JO�TFOUFODFT�UP�DPOWFZ�NFBOJOH�

A. HANDWRITING AND SPELLING
t�1SJOU�GSPN�NFNPSZ�UIF����MFUUFST�PG�UIF�BMQIBCFU�BDDVSBUFMZ�JO�CPUI�UIFJS�VQQFS�DBTF�BOE�

MPXFS�DBTF�GPSNT��
t�8SJUF�PO�QSJNBSZ�MJOFE�QBQFS�GSPN�MFGU�UP�SJHIU�TUBZJOH�XJUIJO�UIF�MJOFT�BOE�MFBWJOH�TQBDFT�

CFUXFFO�XPSET�BOE�GSPN�UPQ�UP�CPUUPN�VTJOH�SFUVSO�TXFFQ��
t�8SJUF�QIPOFNJDBMMZ�QMBVTJCMF�TQFMMJOHT�GPS�XPSET�UIBU�DBOOPU�CF�TQFMMFE�DPSSFDUMZ�XJUI�

DVSSFOU�DPEF�LOPXMFEHF�F�H��XSJUF�ate�GPS�eight�boi�GPS�boy�fone�GPS�phone���
t�8SJUF�XPSET�QISBTFT�BOE�TFOUFODFT�GSPN�EJDUBUJPO�BQQMZJOH�QIPOJDT�LOPXMFEHF��
t�*EFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�TZOPOZNT�BOE�BOUPOZNT�

B. PARTS OF SPEECH AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�TVCKFDU�PCKFDU�BOE�QPTTFTTJWF�QSPOPVOT�J�F��I�me�my�they�

them�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU�BOE�JO�PXO�XSJUJOH�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�DPNNPO�BOE�QSPQFS�OPVOT�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU�BOE�JO�PXO

XSJUJOH�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�SFHVMBS�WFSCT�UP�DPOWFZ�B�TFOTF�PG�QBTU�QSFTFOU�BOE�GVUVSF�

UFOTF�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU�BOE�JO�PXO�XSJUJOH�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�BEKFDUJWFT�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU�BOE�JO�PXO�XSJUJOH�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�TVCKFDUT�BOE�QSFEJDBUFT�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU�BOE�JO�PXO�

XSJUJOH�
t�3FDPHOJ[F�JEFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�TUBUFNFOUT�RVFTUJPOT�BOE�FYDMBNBUJPOT�PSBMMZ�JO�XSJUUFO�UFYU

BOE�JO�PXO�XSJUJOH��
t�1SPEVDF�BOE�FYQBOE�DPNQMFUF�TFOUFODFT�PSBMMZ�BOE�JO�TIBSFE�XSJUJOH�FYFSDJTFT��

C.  CAPITALIZATION, AND PUNCTUATION
t�$BQJUBMJ[F�UIF�GJSTU�XPSE�JO�B�TFOUFODF�UIF�QSPOPVO�I�BOE�QSPQFS�OPVOT�	OBNFT�BOE

QMBDFT
�NPOUIT�EBZT�PG�UIF�XFFL�
t�*EFOUJGZ�BOE�VTF�FOE�QVODUVBUJPO�JODMVEJOH�QFSJPET�RVFTUJPO�NBSLT�BOE�FYDMBNBUJPO�

QPJOUT�
t�6TF�DPNNBT�BQQSPQSJBUFMZ�JO�HSFFUJOHT�BOE�DMPTJOHT�PG�MFUUFST�EBUFT�BOE�JUFNT�JO�B�TFSJFT�
t�8SJUF�B�TJNQMF�GSJFOEMZ�MFUUFS�
t�6TF�BQPTUSPQIFT�UP�DSFBUF�DPOUSBDUJPOT�BOE�JOEJDBUF�QPTTFTTJPO�J�F��DBU�T�NFPX�
t�6TF�RVPUBUJPO�NBSLT�BQQSPQSJBUFMZ�UP�EFTJHOBUF�EJSFDU�TQFFDI�
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V. Poetry
)PQF�	-BOHTUPO�)VHIFT

*�,OPX�"MM�UIF�4PVOET�UIF�"OJNBMT�.BLF�	+BDL�1SFMVUTLZ

.Z�4IBEPX�	3PCFSU�-PVJT�4UFWFOTPO

5IF�0XM�BOE�UIF�1VTTZDBU�	&EXBSE�-FBS

5IF�1BTUVSF�	3PCFSU�'SPTU

5IF�1VSQMF�$PX�	(FMFUU�#VSHFTT

3PQF�3IZNF�	&MPJTF�(SFFOGJFME

4JOH�B�4POH�PG�1FPQMF�	-PJT�-FOTLJ

4PMPNPO�(SVOEZ�	USBEJUJPOBM

5IF�4XJOH�	3PCFSU�-PVJT�4UFWFOTPO

5BCMF�.BOOFST�<BMTP�LOPXO�BT�i5IF�(PPQTw>�	(FMFUU�#VSHFTT

5IBOLTHJWJOH�%BZ�<i0WFS�UIF�SJWFS�BOE�UISPVHI�UIF�XPPEw>�	-ZEJB�.BSJB�$IJME

8BTIJOHUPO�	/BODZ�#ZSE�5VSOFS

8ZOLFO�#MZOLFO�BOE�/PE�	&VHFOF�'JFME


VI. Fiction
Teachers:  While the following works make up a strong core of literature, the “content” of language 
arts includes not only stories, fables, and poems, but also the well-practiced, operational knowledge of 
how written symbols represent sounds, and how those sounds and symbols convey meaning. Thus, the 
stories specified below are meant to complement, not to replace, materials designed to help children 
practice decoding and encoding skills (see above, II. Reading and III. Writing).
 The titles here constitute a core of stories for this grade. They are available in a variety of editions, 
some designed for novice readers, and others best for reading aloud to children. In first grade, most of 
the following titles should be read-aloud selections. It is recommended that you provide a mixture of 
texts, including some beginning readers, with their necessarily limited vocabulary and syntax, for these 
can give children the important sense of accomplishment that comes from being able to “read it all by 
myself.” 
 Expose children to many more stories, including classic picture books and read-aloud books.    
(In schools, teachers across grade levels should communicate their choices in order to avoid undue 
repetition.) Children should also be exposed to nonfiction prose—biographies, books on science and 
history, books on art and music—and they should be given opportunities to tell and write their 
own stories.

A. STORIES
5IF�#PZ�BU�UIF�%JLF�	GPMLUBMF�GSPN�)PMMBOE
�
5IF�'SPH�1SJODF
)BOTFM�BOE�(SFUFM
TFMFDUJPOT�GSPN�The House at Pooh Corner 	"��"�.JMOF

)PX�"OBOTJ�(PU�4UPSJFT�GSPN�UIF�4LZ�(PE�	GPMLUBMF�GSPN�8FTU�"GSJDB

*U�$PVME�"MXBZT�#F�8PSTF�	:JEEJTI�GPMLUBMF

+BDL�BOE�UIF�#FBOTUBML
5IF�,OFF�)JHI�.BO�	"GSJDBO�"NFSJDBO�GPMLUBMF

.FEJP�1PMMJUP�	)JTQBOJD�GPMLUBMF
�
5IF�1JFE�1JQFS�PG�)BNFMJO
1JOPDDIJP
5IF�1SJODFTT�BOE�UIF�1FB
1VTT�JO�#PPUT
3BQVO[FM
3VNQFMTUJMUTLJO
4MFFQJOH�#FBVUZ
The Tale of Peter Rabbit�	#FBUSJY�1PUUFS


1
Note:  The poems listed here 
constitute a selected core of 
poetry for this grade.  You 
are encouraged to expose 
children to more poetry, 
old and new, and to have 
children write their own 
poems.  To bring children into 
the spirit of poetry, read it 
aloud and encourage them 
to speak it aloud so they can 
experience the music in the 
words.  Although children are 
not expected to memorize 
the following rhymes, they 
will delight in knowing 
their favorites by heart, and 
will experience a sense of 
achievement and satisfaction 
in being able to recite some 
of the rhymes.
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5BMFT�PG�#S�FS�3BCCJU�	SFDPNNFOEFE UBMFT���#S�FS�3BCCJU�(FUT�#S�FS�'PY�T�%JOOFS���
#S�FS�3BCCJU�5SJDLT�#S�FS�#FBS��#S�FS�3BCCJU�BOE�UIF�5BS�#BCZ


8IZ�UIF�0XM�)BT�#JH�&ZFT�	/BUJWF�"NFSJDBO�MFHFOE


B. AESOP’S FABLES
5IF�#PZ�8IP�$SJFE�8PMG
5IF�%PH�JO�UIF�.BOHFS
5IF�8PMG�JO�4IFFQ�T�$MPUIJOH
5IF�.BJE�BOE�UIF�.JML�1BJM
5IF�'PY�BOE�UIF�(SBQFT
5IF�(PPTF�BOE�UIF�(PMEFO�&HHT

C. DIFFERENT LANDS, SIMILAR STORIES
  Teachers:  To give students a sense that people all around the world tell certain stories that,  
  while they differ in details, have much in common, introduce students to similar folktales   
  from different lands, such as the following:

-PO�1P�1P�	$IJOB
�BOE�-JUUMF�3FE�3JEJOH�)PPE
*TTVO�#PTIJ�PS�0OF�*ODI�#PZ�	+BQBO
��5PN�5IVNC�	&OHMBOE
��5IVNCFMJOB�	CZ�UIF�

%BOJTI�XSJUFS�)BOT�$ISJTUJBO�"OEFSTFO
��-JUUMF�'JOHFS�PG�UIF�8BUFSNFMPO�1BUDI�
	7JFUOBN


4PNF�PG�UIF�NBOZ�WBSJBUJPOT�PO�UIF�$JOEFSFMMB�TUPSZ�	GSPN�&VSPQF�"GSJDB�$IJOB�
7JFUOBN�&HZQU�,PSFB�FUD�


D. LITERARY TERMS
$IBSBDUFST�IFSPFT�BOE�IFSPJOFT
%SBNB
��BDUPST�BOE�BDUSFTTFT
��DPTUVNFT�TDFOFSZ�BOE�QSPQT
��UIFBUFS�TUBHF�BVEJFODF�

VII. Sayings and Phrases
Teachers:  Every culture has phrases and proverbs that make no sense when carried over literally into 
another culture. For many children, this section may not be needed; they will have picked up these 
sayings by hearing them at home and among friends. But the sayings have been one of the categories 
most appreciated by teachers who work with children from home cultures that differ from the standard 
culture of literate American English.
�

A.M.�BOE�P.M.
"O�BQQMF�B�EBZ�LFFQT�UIF�EPDUPS�BXBZ�
%P�VOUP�PUIFST�BT�ZPV�XPVME�IBWF�UIFN�EP�VOUP�ZPV��<BMTP�JO�,JOEFSHBSUFO>
'JTI�PVU�PG�XBUFS
)JU�UIF�OBJM�PO�UIF�IFBE�
*G�BU�GJSTU�ZPV�EPO�U�TVDDFFE�USZ�USZ�BHBJO�
-BOE�PG�/PE
-FU�UIF�DBU�PVU�PG�UIF�CBH�
5IF�NPSF�UIF�NFSSJFS�
/FWFS�MFBWF�UJMM�UPNPSSPX�XIBU�ZPV�DBO�EP�UPEBZ�
1SBDUJDF�NBLFT�QFSGFDU��<BMTP�JO�,JOEFSHBSUFO>
4PVS�HSBQFT
5IFSF�T�OP�QMBDF�MJLF�IPNF�
8PMG�JO�TIFFQ�T�DMPUIJOH

Note:  Children should learn 
terms relating to drama as 
part of their participation 
in a play appropriate for 
first graders—possibly a 
dramatized version of one of 
the stories listed above.
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