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English: Grade 6

English

I. Writing, Grammar, and Usage
Teachers: Students should be given many opportunities for writing, both imaginative and expository,
with teacher guidance that strikes a balance between encouraging creativity and requiring correct
use of conventions. In sixth grade, it is appropriate to emphasize revision, with the expectation
that students will revise and edit to produce (in some cases) a finished product that is thoughtful,
well-organized, and reasonably correct in grammar, mechanics, and spelling. Continue imaginative
writing but place a stronger emphasis than in previous grades on expository writing, including, for
example, summaries, book reports, essays that explain a process, and descriptive essays. Note also the
requirement below for writing persuasive essays, a research essay, and a standard business letter.
A. WRITING AND RESEARCH

B.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

C.

GRAMMAR AND USAGE

and, but,

or
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D.

SPELLING

E.

VOCABULARY
Teachers: Students should know the meaning of these Latin and Greek words that form
common word roots and be able to give examples of English words that are based on them.

ie

ei;

Note: More commonly
misspelled words are listed in
grades 7 and 8.

Note: More Latin and Greek
words and roots are listed
in grades 7 and 8. In the
listings here, L = Latin,
G = Greek. No single form
of the Latin or Greek words
is consistently used here, but
rather the form that is most
similar to related English
words.

150

Latin/Greek Word

Meaning

Examples

6
GR

phos]

II. Poetry
A. POEMS
Teachers: The poems listed here constitute a selected core of poetry for this grade. You are
encouraged to expose students to more poetry, old and new, and to have students write their
own poems. To bring students into the spirit of poetry, read it aloud and encourage them to
read it aloud so they can experience the music in the words. At this grade, poetry should be
a source of delight, and, upon occasion, the subject of close attention. Students should
examine some poems in detail, discussing what the poems mean as well as asking questions
about the poet’s use of language.
As You Like It
Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage

See also World History 6:
Romanticism, re “Apostrophe
to the Ocean” and “I
Wandered Lonely as a
Cloud.”

B.

TERMS
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III. Fiction and Drama
Teachers: The Iliad, The Odyssey, and Julius Caesar are available in editions adapted for young readers.
See also World History 6:
Ancient Greece, re The Iliad
and The Odyssey.
See also World History 6:
Ancient Rome, re Julius
Caesar.

See also World History 6:
Ancient Greece and Rome.
Students who are not familiar
with classical myths specified
in grades 2 and 3 of the Core
Knowledge Sequence should
read those selections as well.

A. STORIES
The Iliad
The Odyssey
The Prince and the Pauper
B.

DRAMA
Julius Caesar

C.

CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY

D.

LITERARY TERMS

IV. Sayings and Phrases
Teachers: Every culture has phrases and proverbs that make no sense when carried over literally into
another culture. For many children, this section may not be needed; they will have picked up these
sayings by hearing them at home and among friends. But the sayings have been one of the categories
most appreciated by teachers who work with children from home cultures that differ from the standard
culture of literate American English.

152

